






















LLOYD WOLF 300 S. Jefferson St. Arlington, VA 22204 (703) 998-5328 lloydwolf@lloydwolf.com 
 
February 4, 2014 
 
Arlington County Board 
2100 Clarendon Blvd #300 
Arlington VA 22201 
 
Dear Honorable Arlington County Board members, 
 
I am writing to you in support of the proposed Columbia Hills affordable housing project, to be 
developed by APAH adjacent to their existing project, the Columbia Grove Apartments. 
 
While I am often skeptical of the need for and nature of new development, I am strongly in 
favor of this project.  
 
It will bring much-needed committed quality affordable housing to the Columbia Pike corridor 
without great disruption to the nature of the community. It will serve to preserve diversity - both 
ethnic and economic – in an area of the County that has been greatly challenged by rising real 
estate prices. APAH has a long track record of building and managing quality properties in the 
community, with the goals of making affordable, environmentally-friendly, high-quality living 
available to our citizens beyond what is available through commercial developers.  
 
The building will use space already owned and managed by APAH, and will provide adequate 
parking and other amenities that will integrate within the existing neighborhood. 
 
In my role as a long-time artist-activist in the Columbia Pike corridor, I have often worked with 
APAH. My experience is that their staff and board are extraordinarily sensitive to the needs of 
the community, and deeply care about improving life for all citizens of the community. And, 
bottom-line, APAH provides beautiful, well-constructed, well-run buildings with exceptional 
resources, both physical and human services, for the residents of their properties. Over and 
over I have seen that APAH cares, and they deliver. Effectively. 
 
I am greatly concerned about the loss of affordable housing along Columbia Pike (and 
elsewhere in Arlington). This proposed project will serve to help maintain our vibrant 
community diversity without creating an eyesore, traffic disruption, or take up cherished green 
space. It will create a much-needed asset to the neighborhood. I strongly urge you to vote 
favorably on the planned Columbia Hills project. 
 
Please feel free to contact me should you wish further comment or information. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Lloyd Wolf 
 
 
cc: Linda Kelleher, APAH 









From: Jenny Sokol 
Sent: Sunday, February 08, 2015 7:51 PM 
To: CountyBoard 
Cc: Maureen and Jay Harris 
Subject: APAH support 

Dear Arlington County Board, 

I'm writing to voice my support for APAH and the proposed Columbia Pike Apartments. This 
affordable housing project will help to provide housing for local lower wage workers, promoting 
social and economic integration in Arlington. Such housing eliminates lengthy commutes -- a win 
for the environment and families alike. Families who live in the same communities they work in are 
empowered to become contributing members of the community. Businesses are better able to recruit 
and retain employees when affordable housing is available, and seniors and the disabled aren't 
displaced due to rental costs. Arlington needs options for affordable housing.  

Thank you, 

Jenny Sokol 

Arlington Resident 
 

 
From: Antonio & Gabriela Rivas 
Sent: Monday, February 09, 2015 10:34 PM 
To: CountyBoard 
Cc: Jay harris 
Subject: approve APAH's Columbia Hills Apartment 
 
The purpose of this email is to show my support for the approval of APAH's Columbia Hills 
Apartments application when it comes before the Board on Tuesday, Feb. 24th.  
 
As a realtor, I am fully aware of the high cost of housing in Arlington County. Columbia's Hills 
Apartments would make it possible for many families to live in the Columbia Forest neighborhood, 
a multicultural and socio-economically diverse community. The Hills will allow for families to stay 
in the County rather than being displaced or overwhelmed with high rents. These families' children 
will be able to enjoy the high quality education system our county offers. Please support the 
approval. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Respectfully, 

Antonio Rivas 
THE RIVAS GROUP, LLC 

 



From: Larry Suiters  
Sent: Sunday, February 08, 2015 7:11 PM 
To: CountyBoard 
Subject: Columbia Heights AHIF and Site Plan 
 

Dear Members of the County Board, 
 

My wife Gail Harrison and I support efforts to meet the need for affordable housing in Arlington County 
and urge your support for the Columbia Hills Apartments AHIF project and site plan at your February 
Board meeting.  We understand that this new multifamily building would comply with all the form based 
code requirements and that it would represent an important step towards meeting the need for 
affordable housing in Arlington County. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Larry Suiters and Gail Harrison 
 

 

From: Sue Covucci  
Sent: Wednesday, February 04, 2015 7:20 PM 
To: CountyBoard 
Subject: Columbia Hills 
 

Dear Mary, Jay, Walter, Libby and John,  
 

My wife, Sue, and I have been Arlington residents for three decades now.   We chose to live in 
Arlington for a number of reasons, including its diversity and wonderful schools.   We made the 
right choice. 
 

As a graduate of NYC public schools, I wanted our son to attend public schools and he did and we 
could not have been more delighted with his education. I also grew up in public housing in the 
Bronx and saw my family and many others utilize this affordability to provide their children with 
the tools to succeed in life.  In Arlington, I saw the diversity of housing opportunities allow my 
daughter, Jenna, to find private affordable housing as she served as a police officer.  Since then I 
have seen the stock of affordable housing in Arlington dwindle.   
 

I am a recent member of the Board of APAH.  I joined the board because of the importance that 
affordable housing has played in my life.  I am writing you in my capacity as a Board member and 
Sue and I are writing as long term Arlington residents to seek your support for APAH's newest 
project, Columbia Hills.  I trust that I am preaching to the choir.  Jenna and I could not even dream 
that the affordable housing we lived in could be such an inviting and welcoming place to live as the 
planned community at Columbia Hills will be.  Yet APAH makes that dream come true every day 
in Arlington.  Arlington has a great history of supporting affordable housing and continues to be a 
place where Sue and I can run into teachers, policemen, firemen and maintenance workers at the 
Safeway.  I know the Board is proud of Arlington's income diversity and its role in assisting our 
most needy residents. Sue and I hope we can count on the Board to approve unanimously the 
proposal to develop Columbia Hills. 
 
Sincerely, 
George and Sue Covucci  



From: Jay Gmail   
Sent: Friday, January 23, 2015 8:33 PM 
To: Mary Hynes 
Subject: Strong support for APAH's Columbia Hills Development 
 
Chair Hynes: 
 
As a 25-year Arlington resident I want to express my strong support for APAH's Columbia Hills 
Development. When this property comes before the Board for review and approval in the weeks ahead, I 
ask that you give it full support. 
 
Inclusiveness and diversity are part of what make Arlington unique and attractive to me and my family. 
But a vibrant, inclusive community of diverse incomes and backgrounds and languages doesn't occur in a 
vacuum. In truth, both community and public support are needed to promote and extended these 
shared values. 
 
With a long record of Arlington community-building, APAH is poised to help deliver Arlingtonians 229 
much-needed quality, long-term-affordable homes. As you know, these would represent one of the first 
new housing developments under the County’s award-winning Columbia Pike Neighborhoods Plan. 
Columbia Hills, once completed, will contribute significant new units to the Plan’s goal of preserving 
6,200 affordable homes to communities around Columbia Pike.  
  
APAH is also uniquely positioned to deliver a financially viable property with efficient use of public 
subsidy. This highly efficient project will leverage $37.5 million in federal funds through the Low Income 
Housing Tax Credit program, plus $20 million in state bond financing along with an Affordable Housing 
Investment Fund loan from Arlington County. 20% of units will be designated for very low income, 
including 10 units for Permanent Supportive Housing.  
  
But County Board leadership is needed to complete the job. I respectfully ask that you support APAH's 
application when it comes before the Board. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jay Harris 
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